
One of the goals of the Pennington County 

Historical Society is to research the history 

of Thief River Falls and make it available to 

the public--an endeavor that often requires 

considerable effort and ingenuity on the part 

of the investigators.  For example, framed 

lists of mayors, council members, and city 

clerks once hung on the walls of the Council 

chambers in the auditorium.  When the City 

moved its offices to the depot, however, 

those lists were missing.  Roger DeLap, for-

mer City Clerk, located the documents and 

allowed the Society to copy them.  That in-

formation is now on the Society website.   

 The past two issues of the newsletter 

explored the history of the police and fire de-

partments, but comprehensive information 

has been hard to find.  Although early city 

directories listed the names of the chief of 

police, fire chief, and some other employees, 

no official records were found.  In a visit to 

the vault of City Hall, however, researchers 

discovered early volumes of council minutes 

which have proved to be a treasure trove.   

The first volume begins in 1890 when Thief 

River Falls had not yet been incorporated and 

was still a part of Polk County.  Along with 
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names of police and fire department offi-

cials, these early volumes included the pay-

ment of salaries and fees for services.  The 

names of constables, dance matrons, and 

fire chiefs were also listed.  The Society has 

secured permission from Jodi Torkelson, 

City Clerk, to scan those minutes.  At the 

present time three volumes have been 

scanned. 

The Advisory Council has generously 

agreed to transcribe them, but it is a formi-

dable task.  In most cases names were hand-

written, and the ink has faded over the 

years.  With the revolutionary impact of 

digitalization, reading cursive has become a 

lost skill; and in some instances the terms 

used are not in today’s language.  For exam-

ple, the minutes use the words “to wit,” 

meaning “namely,” and at the end of many 

pages there is a line stating that the Council 

was adjourned “without day.”  This is a 

translation of the Latin “sine die,” meaning 

that no future meeting date has been set.  

Although words are not always spelled cor-

rectly, the task of the group is not to rewrite 

history, so no corrections are being made to 

the original document.  Eventually the tran-

scribed minutes will be digitized so that 

they are searchable, and a link to the origi-

nal documents will be available on the Soci-

ety website. 

The Advisory Council meets every Thurs-

day morning at 10 a.m. in the Engelstad Vil-

lage Office.  Current sustaining members of 

the group are Art Buringrud, John Jaranson, 

Inez Mostue, Stuart Nelson, and Fern Wil-

liams.  They welcome assistance from any-

one interested in this project.  

(Continued from page 1) 
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The Endowment Fund was established to secure the future of the Peder 
Engelstad Pioneer Village.  Only the interest from this fund can be 

spent.  The current balance in this account is $8,500.  Please consider 
the Historical Society in your memorials, charitable giving, and estate 
planning.  The Society is a non-profit institution, so all donations are  

tax-deductible. 
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“Councils first meeting in the Village of Thief River Falls was on the 26th day of 

May A.D. 1890. 

 All members present except recorder. 

 M.V. Evenson was duly appointed recorder Pro Tem. 

The recorder William G Porter was authorized to procure such Books & Blanks 

as is necessary for SaidVillage.  On motion the treasurers Bond be one Thou-

sand Dollars, carried. 

On motion Chas. Meyers was duly apointed Pondmaster for said Village. 

 Council Adjourned. 

To meet May 27th 1890 at 7:30 Pm. 

M.V. Evenson       Carl Kretzschmar 

Recorder Pro Tem      President” 

Minutes from the first council meeting of Thief River Falls 
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June 09. 1890 

On motion M.V. Evenson and Philip Zeh was appointed Street 

cominty. 

On motion Carl Kretzschmar and Chas. A. Robbecke was appointed ceme-

tery cominty. 

January 15, 1891 

On motion and carried that the council will allow the 

cornet Band  $5.00 provided that the instruments shall belong 

to the Village of Thief River Falls. 

June 8, 1891 

On Motion.  John Christianson was appointed Village 

Marshal of the Village of T. R. F. until his successor be 

Elected and Qualified. 

Motion seconded & Carried That the Recorder Order a Marshals 
Star Policemans Baton and a pair of handcuffs for the Village 
of T.R.F. 

June 23, 1890 

Motion was made and carried that there be a culvert put in on 

Main Street 32 ft. long 16 in high & 44 in wide inside measure. 

Same let to F.A. Wendt for $5.00 to do work on same culvert and placing 
it in good shape. 
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June 6, 1891 
 
On Motion.  The Recorder was ordered to procure 50 dog tags for the Village of 
Thief River Falls. 



 

 

Pitch-In Day 

Saturday, May 20, 2006 

 

 Anyone who is willing to assist in 

cleaning up the Peder Engelstad Pioneer Vil-

lage for the season is invited to come to the 

Village anytime from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m.  Sup-

plies will be provided for cleaning buildings 

and grounds.  Lunch will be served at noon 

in the basement of the Asphult Church in the 

Village.  Anyone willing to help is asked to 

call 681-5767 and leave a message indicat-

ing the number of people coming.  Volun-

teers are asked to wear old clothing and to 

bring any cleaning supplies and equipment 

that are preferred. 

 

Moccasin Garden Club Sale 

Saturday, May 20, 2006 

 The Moccasin Garden Club will hold its 

annual plant sale in the Engelstad Building at 

the Village starting at 10 a.m.  Club mem-

bers will also be selling plants in the parking 

lot and surrounding grounds.  In past years 

most of the plants were sold by noon.   

 

Postcard Book 

Monday, June 19, 2006 

Thief River Falls and Pennington 

County, published by Arcadia Publishing, will 

be released for sale on June 19, 2006.  The 

book contains copies of 197 postcards from 

Pennington County.  The book will be avail-

able for sale at Barnes & Noble, Books-a-

Million, Borders, Wal-Mart, Eckerd, and other 

sites.  In Thief River Falls the book will be 

sold at H.D. Floral Design Studio.   

 

The total cost of the book will be 

$21.29.  Mail orders and e-mail orders will 

be accepted by H.D. Floral.  Within the conti-

nental United States the cost, including ship-

ping and handling, will be $25.   

 

Mailing address for H.D. Floral:    

119 3rd St. E 

Thief River Falls, MN   56701   

E-mail address:      

hdfloral@wiktel.com  

Toll-free phone number:    

1-800-804-4013.   

Please watch the local news media for fur-

ther details about the sale of the 

book.          

 

Family Festival 

Saturday, June 24, 2006 

 Each year the Historical Society hon-

ors pioneer families.  Very simply, the crite-

ria are that the family has lived in the county 

for many years and members still reside 

here.  The Syvert Hanson family of Silverton 

Township has been chosen for 2006 and will 

be honored at a program on Saturday after-

noon.  Please watch the local news 

media for details of the celebration. 

 

“Barn Again!®  

Celebrating an American Icon” 

 The report to the Smithsonian Institu-

tion on the exhibit that took place last sum-

mer at the Engelstad Pioneer Village has 

been submitted.  Faye Auchenpaugh’s 

daughter, Marisa, and her son-in-law, Wade 

Benson, have produced a video that was pre-

sented at the Society annual meeting in 

March. Although the DVD is not for sale, the 

narrative will be shown in the Engelstad 

Building throughout the coming summer. 
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Membership 

 

A membership renewal envelope is in-

cluded in this newsletter.  Renew your mem-

bership, increase your contribution, and invite 

a friend to join the Society.  The Historical 

Society publishes this newsletter, does re-

search for individuals, and researches the his-

tory of the county and its cities throughout 

each month of the year.  It also owns and 

maintains the Peder Engelstad Pioneer Vil-

lage.  Funds are always needed to keep up 

the Village, even when it is not open.  The 

membership envelope contains an error that 

somehow eluded proofreading. 

 

Charges for Archival Research 

 Over the past few years the amount of 

time spent by the Village staff in pursuit of 

requested information has increased expo-

nentially.  The Society Board of Directors has 

approved the following procedures and fees 

for research in archival and computer files.  

Research will be done by a staff person on 

Monday through Friday between 10 a.m. and 

noon.  Once a task has been defined, the cost 

of the research will be $15 per hour.  Five 

photocopies will be included in any fee of $15 

or more.  Photographic inkjet prints on photo-

quality paper will be provided upon request 

for $2 per print.  Society members will re-

ceive a 10% discount on all fees charged. 

 

The Website & How One Thing 

Leads to Another 

 Andy Filer has added a new 

data analysis feature for the Society website 

(www.pvillage.org).  The website currently is 

receiving 108 visitors a day.  In the past eight 

months there have been over a quarter of a 

million “hits” to the site by 11,300 visitors.   

One recent researcher was Michael H. 

Johnson, from Vermont, who viewed the site 

and sent an e-mail inquiring about his ances-

tors.  One of the family names was Johnson, 

and the other was Hestekind.   

Although there are many Johnsons in 

the website database, Village staff were able 

to locate the homestead that he was seeking.  

Coincidentally, Gerald Hestekind had just 

stopped at the Society office and left three 

diaries which had belonged to Ole Hestekind. 

Eventually the two men spoke to one another 

by phone and found that they are indeed re-

lated.  As a result of the connection, Michael 

has loaned the Society original photographs 

of his relatives to be scanned and put on the 

website.   

On one visit to the website Gerald hap-

pened to spot a copy of a picture that was 

pinned to the bulletin board.  Previously the 

photo had been identified as the Gully School, 

but Gerald was positive that it was the Holt 

School.  He was right.  He and Vernon Reier-

son are currently working to identify the chil-

dren pictured on the steps of the school.  One 

thing has led to another.  Who knows where it 

will end up! 

September 15, 1890 

 on motion and carried that re-

corder draw up specifications for a log 

lockup or jail and see what he can get 

said lockup or jail built for. 
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