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 W AR D  1 :   
 W AR D  2 : *   
 W AR D  3 :  
 W AR D  4 : * 
 W AR D  5 : 

Glen Kajewski 
David Carlson 
Harriet Worker 
Conrad Holten 
Terry Blacklance 

A T  L AR G E :  
* A T  L AR G E :  

Elvera Cullen 
Ken Schmalz 

 In the April 2004 newsletter, the city council 

of Thief River Falls was featured.  As it turned out, 

because of space limitations, two interviews (John T. 

Anderson and Clayton Restad) were not used.  In ad-

dition we were later able to interview Arnold 

Narverud.  Consequently, those interviews will be 

featured in this issue.  The questions asked are the 

same as listed in the last issue which were:   

 This is an election year in which the aldermen 

from the second and fourth wards will be elected 

along with one at-large alderman and the mayor.  The 

aldermen are elected to four-year terms and the 

mayor to a two-year term.  The positions that are up 

for election in the coming election are marked with 

an asterisk in the table below. 

· What caused you to serve on the Council?  

· What was you salary?  

· During your service what was the most 

rewarding and/or difficult project?   

· Who, on the Council, was the most memo-

rable person?  

 Wards & Precinct Boundaries *Positions on council up for election in 2004 



 
 Pennington County Historical Society  Page 2   August 2004 
___________________________________________________________________________________________

���������	
����
���


���������
����
����  

����
����������
����  

�����  

������
��� ����
 ���������	
�
���
������������������ �

!���
"#
��������
 ���������	
�
���
������������������ �

$��	���
%�����
 ���������	
�
���
������������������ �

�
�������	������ "��
"���
"��	

�������
&����
 ���	��
������������� �
!�

���	"�

� ��� ���� ����	�
	��� ��
���� ���� ���� �	������ ��� �
�� �� 
����� ���� ���	�����



 
 Pennington County Historical Society  Page 3   August 2004 
___________________________________________________________________________________________

��������	�����
� 
��
����

�������������������
� � ��������������

� �����������������
�������������������

� ��������� �
��������������

�����!"�#���
��
����
� �$��%���&���� �

�"��'��()� �
&�������"���
������ �

*�"������������������
� 
�������� �

*�����+���������$����,����
� � !!���
��'���

�
�

!�����"�#�������
� ��������
!��'������������� �
&��-�����"�'����"��"��
.��/��"��
��������
.������&��"������
��������� &���� � �
���������!"�#���
��� �
0"��,�������
�������&����
%���+"���������������
�������!�	�1$$����
�2�#���3��
�#����4� �
����������� �
����$�%�/���5������&����
6���#�����&���� �
6��������������� �
6�,����������
�����
� 
���&���� ��



 
 Pennington County Historical Society  Page 4   August  2004 
___________________________________________________________________________________________

 This past year has been one of the busiest of 

my seven years as Director.  That is a “good thing.”  

The Village has been visited by many people who 

returned for the all-school reunion, and volunteers 

have continued to improve the buildings and the 

Village.  Probably because of my background in 

education, I have employed many young people to 

work at the Village over the years.  Although the 

Historical Society and the Village are a reflection 

of the past, young people are its future. 

The employee with the longest service is 

Hannah Filer who has worked as the office man-

ager for the past three years.  The task that con-

sumes most of Hannah’s time is documenting the 

artifacts that arrive at the Village.  She uses Micro-

soft Access to document each item and determines 

in most cases where the item will be placed in the 

Village.  She addresses all memorial donations and 

the correspondence related to those memorials.  

When people come in to do family research, Han-

nah not only uses the information in our data and 

photo files but also readily searches other sources 

for information to assist the visitors.  Hannah will 

be enrolled at the College of St. Catherine this fall.  

I hope she will return for summer employment in 

2005. 

 Nick Maurstad is the new mainte-

nance person at the Village.  Although Nick is only 

nineteen years old, he has worked extensively with 

his grandfather and father and has used a wide vari-

ety of farm machines.  He readily seeks advice 

when he does not know how to do something; and 

with John Bornholdt, Fred Dallmann, and Phil Hess 

around, he gets expert advice.  In addition, he is one 

very physically strong young man.  Each day when 

I walk through the Village and discuss with Nick 

various situations that need solutions, I am usually 

pleasantly surprised that something has been started 

or completed within the day.  Nick has undertaken 

the job of reorganizing the General Store, which 

has been closed for the summer while he installs 

shelving.  The old post office boxes that were hid-

den in the back will become part of a display that 

visitors will be able to walk behind and actually 

view.  Nick has almost completed hanging the 

Mousley sign collection that is in the Great North-

ern Depot hallway.  This fall he will attend North-

land Community and Technical College in East 

Grand Forks.  I hope he will return to work at the 

Village next year. 
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ARNOLD NARVERUD 
Served City Council  
1966-1975; At Large 

I actually started serving on the City Council 

in September or October 1965 because Don 

Olson resigned.  After being appointed to 

take his position, I was elected each term 

from then on and served until 1975.  I liked 

being on the Council. 

The most rewarding project, in my 

opinion, was when we expanded the airport.  

Nobody on the Council wanted the airport 

assignment.  Since I was the junior council-

man, they gave it to me and told me to do 

whatever I wanted with it.  I asked the Coun-

cil if I could replace the entire sitting advi-

sory board.  They agreed and a new board 

was selected.  The new advisory board con-

sisted of people like Dr. Davidson who were 

flying and were interested in flying.  We then 

started to get a “master plan” going with 

Doug Stewart.  We made a plan to revamp 

the entire airport, extending the runways and 

putting in an instrument landing system.  At 

that time there were only some gas tanks and 

an old one-room schoolhouse that had been 

moved there to serve as the terminal.  It was 

pretty barren.  Neither the present hangers or 

the college building were there. 

Although we had a master plan ready 

to go, the city did not have the money to do 

it.  Then it happened that the governor gave 

Arctic Cat an award for its industry develop-

Continued on page 7... 

����� ���	�����������������������������


��
 																																 
�
�


��� 																																 ��
�


�

 																													 
�����


�
� 																													 ���
��


�
� 																													 ��
���

�



Russell Williams 
Hazel DuChamp 
Jan Haider 
Glenn Carlson 
Katherine Strong 
Kermit Finstad 
Marion Hoglo 
Torjus and Sophie Larson 
Kevin Swanson 
Val Chommie 
Marian Williams 
Junes Race 
Lucille Spyhalski 
Dr. John Beebe 
Myrtle (Jensen) Johnson 
Alice Lendobeja 
Randall Noper 
Earl Engelstad 
Peter Stensgaard 
Perry Borgie 
Bill, Sadie, and Jerry Bugge 
Carol Ann Huber 
Marge Swenson 
Dorothy (Jansen) Johnson 
Celeste Gerardy 
Marie Larson Vevea 
Petra Larson Nigl 
James Wells 
Russ Molldrem 
Gertie Joppru Johnson 
Lenore Lieberman 
Lloyd Nereson 
Leona Peterson 
Luella Holen 

Erland Anderson 
N. Erwin Muzzy 
Curdis Nelson 
Bernard J. Wold 
Mike Frankenberg 
Helen Nomeland 
Madelyn Robarge 
Phyllis Caldis Gustafson 
Knute Larson 
Constance Hicks Rossman 
Rose Needham 
Hannah Hornseth 
Millie (Pederson) Olson 
Gote Anderson 
Opal Bjerken 
Jerry Fessler 
Genevieve Ring 
Orlene Reed 
Lloyd VeVea 
Edla Holmberg 
Oscar Odegaard 
Ralph Engelstad 
Inga Geving 
Cora Alvina Olson 
Robert Looker 
David Kringsberg 
James Engelstad 
Clarence O. Swanson 
Earl Halvorson 
Marlene Johnson 
Myrtle (Bugge) Nelson 
Peter Hess 
Douglas Stewart 
Celeste Gerardy 

Jerry Fessler 
Avis Hoium 
Joseph Armstrong 
Rolland Sande 
Peter Hess 
Mary Thompson 
Irene Ellingson 
Mel Carlson 
Patricia Henning 
Sophie Marie Jensen Sevre & 
...........................Donald I. Sevre 
Bernard Myers 
Roger P. Mickelson 
Ruby Huseth 
Bertha Schlenker 
Clifton Mattson 
Cliff, Margaret, & Dick Bjorkman 
Marion Geving Adolphson 
Kenneth Pearson 
Bob Bredeson 
Marion Cork 
Marcella Hanson 
Helen Beebe 
Melva Lee 
Rebecca Berg Grayson 
Betty Dow 
Pearl Wold 
Woodrow Craik 
Bob Bergan 
Carrie Lunke 
Verna Myhrer Ehrle 
Caroline Brunelle 
Lloyd Hogenson 
Alice Brubakken 

The Endowment Fund was established to secure the future of the Peder Engelstad 

Pioneer Village.  Only the interest from this fund can be spent.  The current bal-

ance in this account is $6,345.  Please consider the Historical Society in your me-

morials, charitable giving, and estate planning.  The Society is a non-profit insti-

tution, so all donations are tax-deductible. 
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ment.  After the presentation of the award the 

governor asked what he could do for this part 

of the state.  Lowell Swenson immediately 

told him that we needed an in-

strument landing system so that 

we could have corporate jets fly 

in here and we needed to extend 

the runways. 

The governor went back 

to the capitol and spoke with 

McCabe, the head of the Aero-

nautics Commission for the state of Minne-

sota.  McCabe just happened to be looking 

for some smaller airports in order to try some 

things without spending billions.  The Com-

mission could spend a couple hundred thou-

sand, prove something worked, and then try it 

in the metropolitan area.  McCabe came up 

here and looked at our plan.  Some council 

members and I went to spend time 

with the Airport Commission to 

tell them about our needs.  We 

needed an instrument landing sys-

tem, new gas tanks, a terminal, ex-

tended runways, and a fire crash 

building.  But we did not have the 

money. 

We worked out a deal to turn the air-

port over to the state of Minnesota so that 

they could get federal funds as well as state 

funds.  That’s when the airport expanded.  

“McCabe just 
happened to be 

looking for some 
smaller airports in 

order to try some 
things without 

spending billions” 
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“Arnold Narverud” continued from page 4... 

JOHN T. ANDERSON 
Served City Council  
1992-1993; At Large 

 I had been the superintendent of utili-

ties for the city for about seventeen years and 

reported to the Council committee overseeing 

the Utilities Department.  Usually when I pre-

sented issues to the committee, I was fortunate 

to have at least one person on my side; how-

ever, the mayor at that time always seemed to 

oppose my proposals.  After retiring from my 

job in 1988, I ran against John Womack for a 

seat on the Council.  With a new mayor that 

year, I hoped that I could improve the utilities 

situation for the city by being on the Council.  

The newspaper stated in an editorial that a for-

mer city employee could never beat a sitting 

Council member.  I did win by twenty-five 

votes, so it was a close election.  The salary 

was not much.  I think that it was maybe $350 

a month. 

 I tried to convince the city to run the 

Utilities Department like a business.  We knew 

that the power plants were not big enough, and 

we needed to find other sources of electrical 
Continued on page 9... 

Continued on page 9... 



CLAYTON RESTAD 
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Served City Council  
1978-1987; At Large 

 I was encouraged by Jerry Wigness to 

run.  Jerry lived next door to me and was a 

teacher at the time.  We had taught together.  

I think that we got about $4000 dol-

lars for the year of something like 

that.  You don’t do this for the 

money. 

 One of the better things that 

happened when I was on the council was 

when we joined the Northern Power Agency.  

We had many meetings about becoming a 

part of that power plant.  To me, it looked 

like a good deal.  I think that it has paid off.  

We were getting our power from a couple of 

other sources at the time.  John T. Anderson 

met with other cities in the area and they 

formed a combine and the City bought into a 

power plant in North Dakota. 

 We had some trying times when it 

came to street improvements.  Nobody wants 

to pay taxes, but everybody wants a new 

street and sidewalk.  As I reflect upon the 

whole city, I think that we have almost gone 

full-circle on some things.  When I first came 

to town in 1957, I think that there were nine 

or ten neighborhood grocery stores.  Now 

they call them “convenience stores” and they 

put gas pumps out in front.  We are going 

back to that concept with five or six of those 

in town.  It is discouraging to me when I look 

at the main streets in town and see all the 

empty buildings.  There used to be about six 

places where I could have bought a suit of 

clothes.  The same thing is true with restau-

rants.  There used to be several choices right 

downtown.  I don’t know that there is any 

solution to that problem with all the strip 

malls and our closeness to Grand Forks. 

 While I was on the council, Bob Carl-

son stands out in my mind.  He was very 

forceful and fair.  He would sometimes come 

in like a bull in a china closet, but that was 

just his way.  I got along with Bob and I 

think that most of the people did.  There were 

always some political undertones, but I didn’t 

pay any attention to that.  I can say that I was 

sort of glad to get off the 

council because there were so 

many meetings.  Some times 

there were over one hundred 

meetings on my date book for 

a year.  It was very time con-

suming. �  

 

“You don’t 

do this for 

the money.” 

“He would 

sometimes come in 

like a bull in a 

china closet, but 

that was just his 

way.” 



We got the instrument landing system, built a 

fire crash building, extended the runway, 

bought land, diverted the road, and put in new 

gas tanks.  When the Commission had used it 

for their purposes, they wanted to turn it back 

to us.  We said, “No.”  We did not want it 

back.  We finally worked out a deal with the 

state to turn it back to us with no cost after it 

was finished and then give us money each year 

to run the airport.  That also helped to attract 

the airlines that we have now. 

 While I was on the Council, the 

city built the law enforcement center, the li-

brary, and the Huck Olson arena, which was 

the biggest project.  We started the truck sewer 

line around the city so that industries on the 

edge of town would have services.  We also 

started to buy land for the college.  Myrtle 

Myrin owned the land.  Since I was related to 

her, they sent me to talk to her.  The city made 

a deal with her so that she could live in her 

house and keep the land around it until she 

died.  That was the house right on the point.  It 

was later razed.  I also served on the Northland 

Foundation Board at that time. 

We started the first dredging of the 

river during my time on the Council.  That is 

how the land occupied by the Swenson house 

and the Red Robe statue  came into being.  

Dikes were built around the land and filled in 

with silt from the dredging, replacing the 

swampy areas that had been there before.�  

“Arnold Narverud” continued from page 7... 
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power.  We had a hydro-plant augmented with 

diesel which did not put out enough power.  

Under the current system money was trans-

ferred from the Utilities Department to the 

general fund of the city, but I thought it was 

necessary to have a reserve for Utilities.  The 

question was, “What would it cost if this city 

were hit by a tornado?”  At that time the cost 

estimate was about 7.5 million dollars.  That 

amount was to be maintained in the electric 

reserve fund, and ten percent of any money 

above that would be kept in the reserve fund to 

cover future inflation.  Roger Worth was very 

instrumental in devising the idea of the reserve 

fund structure.  During my term of service 

eleven other cities formed the Northern Mu-

nicipal Power Agency.  A thirty-percent share 

of ownership of a coal- fired plant was pur-

chased for about $265,000,000, and the neces-

sary high-voltage distribution system was also 

“John T. Anderson” continued from page 7... 

Continued on page 13... 
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Kathy Allison 
John T. Anderson  
Elaine L. Austinson  
Jewell Backman  
Mark Beedy  
Dolores Berg  
Darlene (VeVea) Bibeau 
Lynn C. Booren  
Shirley Boot   
Lynn Brandvold  
Janice M. Breiland  
Bradley Brouse  
Carl Bruzek   
Karen Buckstaff  
Robert C. Burns  
Deone Cerny   
Marsha Pickard Cline  
Elvera Cullen  
Muriel (Geving) Da-
goberg  
Kristi Deines  
Pat Dunning  
Carolyn Ekgren   
Betty Engelstad  
Arnold Engelstad  
Floyd E. Erickson  
Reid B. Froiland  
Iris Furuseth  
Clarice Galliher  
Mary Jane Gibson  
Gary L. Hicks  
Kenton C. Hicks  
Cheryl Hinschberger  
Dolores Hirst  
Eileen Horejsh  
Sister Virginia Houske 
LaVerne Inman  
Sylvia Jensen   

Donald Johnsen  
Leon M. Johnson   
Dr. Kenton D. Kainz  
Vic Kalinoski   
Elwood C. Karwand  
Elaine Kayser   
Darlene Kelley  
Sharon LaCoursiere  
Mavis Langaas   
Richard G. Lyttle 
James Matson   
Esther Mattson 
Hazel L. Maves  
Judy McIntyre 
William Mehrkens Jr.   
Mable Mosbeck  
Leona Muzzy  
Abigail Nabben  
Charles Naplin  
Janice Ness  
Jane Oberg  
Hazel M. Olson  
Herbert O. Olson  
Stella Omdahl  
Sue Parnham  
Yvonne Pederson  
Muriel R. Peterson  
Arlene C. Pickard  
Marion Prichard  
Lillian R. Ranum  
Robert C.  Reeve  
Clayton Restad   
Edwin Sisler  
Dorothy Spriester   
Wes Taylor  
Corella Thorbeck   
Bonnie J. Tunberg  
Lori M. Van Den Boom  
Kenneth VeVea  
Ed Walseth  
Mildred Wick  
Jeanne Williams   
Wayne C. Williams, Jr.  
Ronald H. Winter   
Alvin Wold  
Judith Wold  

 
 

Kenny & Phyllis Aarstad  
Ronald L. & Donna M. Aase  
Ron and Virginia Anderson  
Glenn & Jeanette Arhart  
Oliver & Faye Auchenpaugh  
Everett Ault  
Kenneth & Pat Beauchane  
Gordon & Dorothy (Geving)  
 Bennett  
Raymond & Janet Berg  
David & Jodi Bergman  
Iris & Don Bjorklund  
Ned & Dorothy Blodgett  
John & Wilma Bornholdt  
Orville & Ardis Botner  
Jerome & Lois Bray   
Neil & Sharon Bugge  
Virgil & Bernie Burger  
Arthur & Virginia Buringrud  
Milton & Della Burstad  
Dan Bylander  
Marvin & Kathi Carlson  
Jack & Denise Chrzanowski  
James & Marilyn Counter  
James & Annabelle Cuppett  
Fred & Loraine Dallmann  
Glenn & Helen Davidson  
Don & Joan Engelstad  
Ronald & Marie Engen  
Dale & Arlene Folger  
Joe & Eleanore Forberg  
Winton & Claudette Forsberg  
Ken & Jamie Fort  
Ralph F. Foster,  
Ken & Joyce Froschheiser  
Earl & Loreen Gibson  
Roy & Ruth Gilbert  
Orin & Marge Green  
Orley & Elaine Gunderson  
Floyd Hageman, Jr  
Harlan & Dolly Hallstrom  
Frank & Jeanette Hamerlinck  
Orville & Marilyn Hanson 
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Jean Heinrichs   
Art & Joan Heinze  
Daniel & Zoe-Ann Helle 
Ted & Jean Hellie  
Jerald & Lavay Hickerson  
Gary & Patricia Hicks  
Rawlins & Marlene Houske  
John  & Silvia  Jaranson  
Shirley Johnson  
Charles & Ethel Josephson  
Patrick & Retta Klemisch  
Tony & Sharon Kozojed  
Harland & Myrtle Lee  
Kent & Kathleen LeMoine 
Ron & Judy Lindberg  
Robert Martinson  
Gordon & Sharon McFarlane  
Ken & Wanda Murphy 
Gerinda Nelson  
Jack Nelson & Jeanie Bach 
Stuart & Karen Nelson  
Lester & Dorothy Nordhagen  
Oren Nordhagen   
Myles & Janice Olson  
Eldor & Bonnie Ornquist  
Roger & Janet Ose  
Thomas & Pauline Parish  
Edythe Pearson   
Roger & Jackie Phillips  
Bob & Pat Reed  
Carl & Polly Reed  
Milt & Eileen Reierson  
Ron  & Jodi Reierson  
Wallace & Ivadell Reierson  
Warren & Margaret Saetre  
Kevin & Heidi Senum   
Michele (Gibbs) & Richard 
 Shea  
Orville & Fran Skadsem 
Wilford & Phyllis Sletten 
Martin & Louise Solseng  
Verne & Cathy Spengler  
Richard & Linda Spyhalski  
David St. John  
Lorraine Steiger   
Hilary & Doris Stoltman  

Harold & Durelle Storhaug  
John & Barb Stromberg  
Dave & Joan Strong  
Norma Swanson   
Eldon & Margaret Thompson  
Doris VeVea  
LeRoy & Madeline Vigen  
Marvin & Pat Wangsnes  
Fern Williams 
Allan & Helen Wilson 

Don & Gladys Barron  
David Beito & Mireille  
 Genadry  
Dave & Gloria Bjorkman  
James & Phyllis Dalager  
Barry & Susan Froiland 
Elsie (Larson) Harter   
Hasnedl Farms  
Robert & Mary Johnson  
Mark & Jean Larson  
Don and Bonnie Litstrom  
Chuck & Kathleen McCaslin  
Arnold & Gladys Narverud  
Nelson Insurance Agency, Inc 
Clayton & Zona Pearson  
Arlette I. Rasmussen  
Roger & Jane Reuter  
John Sherack   
Don & Sheron Stewart  
Art & Ina Stordahl   
Skip & Pat Swanson  
Lowell Swenson  
Jodie Torkelson  
Dorothy Williams  
Allan & Marvel Williamson 

Caryl J. Bugge  
Gordon & Judith Campbell  
David & Patricia Carlson  
Convention & Visitors Bureau
  

Diane Drake   
Philip & Sharline Hess  
Heidi Hoks  
Chris & Patty Jung  
James & Penny Langland  
Charles Nielsen & Peggy  
 Carlson  
Marjorie (Wangenstein) & 
Ivan Radi 
Laura Larson Radtke  
Richard & Holly Sjoberg  
Thoele Photography 
Dale & Linda Wennberg 

Gene & Gretchen Beito 
Camille DuChamp  
Betty Engelstad  
Barb Hauger  
Larry & Cheryl Lee  
Lee Plumbing & Heating  
Roy & Alice Lee 
Arnold & Gladys Narverud 
Don & Carol Narverud 
Narverud Cleaners  
Catherine Noper  
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These names reflect all members as of August 
15, 2004.  If any errors have been made, 
please call 218-681-5767 and let us know so 
that our records can be corrected.  We apolo-
gize for any errors.  The Society and the Vil-
lage appreciate the many members who sup-
port our efforts each year.  Members benefit 
not only by enjoying free admission to the 
Village and receiving the semiannual newslet-
ter, but also by having their heritage and that 
of the county preserved for future genera-
tions.   
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In a 1922 lecture delivered to the 

community club by Miss Vaughan, a teacher 

in the Goodridge schools, she recalled,  

“From 1900 to 1903, . . . as I used to watch 

the Red Lake Indians . . . wend their way 

homeward over the trails of the wild prairie, 

little did I dream that in so short a time much 

of this prairie would be under cultivation, 

producing the finest hay, grain and vegetable 

crops, and a thriving village built here.” 

The Eleven Towns was opened for 

settlement in June, 1904, and the first meet-

ing in the township was called by the county 

auditor for July 1, 1905. 

The name Goodridge was selected by 

the county commissioners after the proposed 

name of Park was found to have already been 

used. 

Margaret Bundhund was the first 

child born in the village on April 3, 1915. 

Cattle and sheep were found to be ag-

ricultural necessities in the community. 

Goodridge was described as “a thriv-

ing and prosperous town with a population of 

30.  It is the terminus of the Minnesota 

Northwestern Electric Railway . . . the best 

Editor’s Note:  During the past year the Pennington County Historical Society Board of Trustees authorized 

dedicating one page of each PCHS newsletter to the Goodridge Historical Society.  Goodridge is a part of 

Pennington County, and its Historical Society owns nine buildings within the city of Goodridge.  The  fol-

lowing facts were excerpted from The Town They Painted White, which was edited by Norma Hanson and is 

still available for purchase. 



purchased to deliver power to the twelve cities.  

When I left the service of the city, there was 

3.4 million dollars in the reserve fund, a 

15,000-volt loop line around the city had been 

paid for, extensive underground cable had been 

installed and paid for, and rates had been low-

ered.  In order to maintain excellence in em-

ployees and to retain them, wages had been 

brought up slightly above the area average. 

Keeping rates as low as possible left 

money in the customer’s pocket and helped 

businesses and corporations remain competi-

tive.  I felt that electrical 

rates should not be used as 

a tax collection device for 

the general fund of the 

city.  It was my opinion 

that transfers from the 

electric system fund to the general fund should 

not exceed what a private electrical company 

would pay in state taxes.  The industry and the 

state of Minnesota call this “in lieu of taxes.”  

�  
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“Keeping rates as 

low as possible left 

money in the 

customer’s pocket 

and helped 

businesses and 

corporations remain 

competitive.” 

city in Northern Minnesota.” 

The village was incorporated at a spe-

cial election held August 6, 1915. 

In 1922 the first class of  high school 

graduates received diplomas. 

Construction on the first buildings . . . 

began on July 23, 1914.  At that point, Good-

ridge sprang up almost overnight.  From July, 

1914 till the end of 1915, over thirty main 

buildings were constructed and the population 

mushroomed to over 325 people.  Interest-

ingly, almost all of the early buildings in town 

were painted white lending the community the 

nickname “White Village.”  �  

Advertisement from the 1925 Telephone Directory. 
(To view all ads from the 1925 Telephone Directory please visit our 

website.  http://www.pvillage.org) 

“John T. Anderson” continued from page 9... 
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ARCHIVAL  PROJECT 

 We now have $53,901 designated for the archival 

project that would give the Society a safer place to store 

fragile artifacts.  The money will also make possible the 

renovation of the bathroom so that the Village can be used 

throughout the winter months.  The matching grant that was 

donated last summer has provided $10,281 of the designated 

funds.  The remaining $12,099 could be doubled by contri-

butions and added to the project funds.  

MEMBERSHIP  

 A list of the current member-

ship through August 15, 2004, is included in this newsletter.  

If your name is not on that list, it should be.  Each person 

who receives the newsletter has been a member of the His-

torical Society at some time in the past.  If you have forgot-

ten to renew your membership, it is not too late as the His-

torical Society always needs funds to keep up the Village, 

even when it is not open to the public.  

VILLAGE  NEEDS 

 We always seem to need so many things.    The 

Hamre house still needs some turned posts, spindles, ginger-

bread, fretwork, and bric-a-brac for the peak and porch.  We 

always need ice cream pails, plastic jars with covers, manne-

quins and dress forms, metal folding chairs, and wooden 

screen doors. 

WEBSITE 

  The Society website (www.pvillage.org) 

receives over four hundred visits per day.  A list of the peo-

ple who have served in the government of Thief River Falls 

and a list of names that appeared on the 1904-2004 com-

mencement programs for Lincoln High School are now 

available.  The Society continues to be indebted to the Wik-

strom Telephone Company for providing this website and to 

Andrew Filer for the expert programming that makes our site 

one of the most useable historical websites  

THE ONE-ROOM  SCHOOL  REUNION  

 Orville Jensen sent a check last winter requesting 

that the society hold a reunion for people who had attended 

or taught in a one-room school.  We were able to get the 

event on the all-school reunion schedule, and it turned out to 

be bigger than anyone expected.  Over one-hundred-forty 

lines were signed in the guest book, with more than one 

name on most lines.  As the official hostesses, Lois Bergland 

and Jane Oberg served coffee and many cookies.  John Born-

holdt came with his book and lunch pail in hand.  The Little 

Oak School House was filled beyond its capacity for most of 

the afternoon.  Many people sat at picnic tables outside the 

school and reminisced about their experiences. 

 NEW ACCESSIONS 

  Roger and Janet Ose’s gift of model trac-

tors greatly expands our collection.  Currently we have dis-

plays of three different-sized models.  They also donated a 
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Hitterdal sprayer and two full-sized tractors that we did 

not have represented in our collection.  

 Like most historical societies in the surrounding 

area, we cannot take all items that are brought to the Vil-

lage.  Our policy in determining whether possible acces-

sions can be accepted is that items must have something to 

do with the history of Pennington County and its citizens 

and must not duplicate the present collection.  They must 

also be easy to display and interpret to the public. 

THE ENGELSTAD  PIONEER  VILLAGE  SIGN   

 During the past summer, the Village sign on Oak-

land Park Road has been redesigned.  It has been elevated, 

with a roof put over it and a planter installed below it.  Phil 

Hess spearheaded the project with help from John Born-

holdt, Fred Dallmann, Harold Storhaug, and Cal Lindberg. 

M ARION  PRICHARD  AND “T HE HILL ”  

 We are always indebted to our many volunteers, 

but Marion Prichard has gone far beyond the call of duty 

in volunteering at the Village.  Day after day she has been 

out there with her spade, digging on the hill next to the 

Geving Museum.  One day she stated she was not certain 

that she would get it done in her lifetime, but it is a beauty 

to behold.  She now wants to find someone who could 

assist in designing a better layout of the many plants on 

the hill.  She will do the digging but wants advice on a 

plan.  The new gardener, Beattie Mickelson, has worked 

on the many other gardens, and the Village has never 

looked more beautiful. 

A BIRD  FRIENDLY  ENVIRONMENT    

Each year something has been added to the Village to 

make the environment more bird friendly.  There are sev-

eral new birdhouses this year, and all the existing houses 

were cleaned by Hilary Stoltman.  Bethany Gates has 

served as a volunteer in filling the feeders that have been 

added to the Village grounds.  The two finch feeders are 

on the second forty-pound bag of feed.  Mark McCullough 

has been working on his Eagle Scout Project, which is 

building a bird sanctuary on the Village grounds.  Mark is 

being advised by Betty Kezar in making an old playground 

merry-go-round into a sanctuary that will be located near 

the Asphult Church.  It will be visible from the highway.  

Josh Skalsky released three pheasants on the Village 

grounds this past July.  There have been occasional sight-

ings, but it is not certain whether they have flown away or 

are still here. We have also witnessed the wood ducks 

marching their young off to the water.    

 

 

  

   

Advertisement from the 
1948 Telephone Directory. 
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