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To gather information for an introduction
to the articles in this newsletter, Matt Langland
and | joined Gretchen Beito for a stroll along the
Riverwalk. In addition to what we learned from
Gretchen on the walk, she gave us permission to
use any writings from “Prairie Ramblings” previ-
ously published by The Times. Other facts were
taken from the Riverwatch brochure produced by
the Thief River Falls Convention & Visitors Bu-
reau, the City of Thief River Falls, and the GFWC
Zehlians and from the pictographs located along
the Walk.

The main part of the Walk winds along the
Red Lake River for several miles. The Oakland
Park, Greenwood, and Northland Community and
Technical College Trails extend the Walk even
farther. Built by the county, city, and state, re-
spectively, they offer many more opportunities to
explore scenic and historic Thief River Falls.

We began at the south end of the Oakland
Park Trail where the Tuberculosis Sanitorium once
stood. Built in 1906, it served Pennington, Mar-
shall, Roseau, and Red Lake Counties. Although
it was demolished in 1998, the original Nurses’
Residence is still standing. From there we walked
down Oakland Park Road, passing the Peder
Engelstad Pioneer Village. The first building in the
Village was the Thief River Falls Sewage Treat-
ment Plant, constructed by the city in 1939 as a
WPA project. This unusual-shaped building now
houses the Inga Geving Museum. Across the
street from the Village is the Tourist Park where
the Friendship Garden is located. Dedicated in
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1966, the United States and Canadian flags rise
above colorful flower beds to celebrate the close
ties between the two countries. We followed the
winding trail down through L. B. Hartz Park and
crossed the Red Lake River at the pedestrian
bridge.

Instead of taking the side trip to the
Greenwood Trails Recreation Area, we joined the
Riverwalk and soon reached the dam. The first
dam, built in 1900, provided power for the
Kretzchmar O.K. Roller Mill, which produced up to
85 barrels of flour a day. The electric powerhouse
across the river was the first city building. Its Ital-
ian architecture is still evident in this 1927 struc-
ture.

Our next stop was Millyard Park where the
Meehan Saw Mill once stretched south from First
Street to Nora Street and east from the river to the
railroad tracks. Opened in 1892 to process pine
logs, it ran 20 hours a day during the summer at
the peak of its operations in 1912. It closed in
1916. Atone time the Great Northern Railway
tracks crossed the river where the hospital now
stands. The last Great Northern depot was lo-
cated on the east side of Main Avenue near the
C.N.C. unit of the hospital. A few posts from the
bridge are still evident along the river’s edge.

We continued our walk along the First
Street bridge where an ornate Presbyterian
Church was built in 1903. It has since been re-
placed by the United Methodist Church. In front of
the church stands a stone monument displaying
the Ten Commandments, which was presented to



the city in 1957 by the Fraternal Order of Eagles
and their Ladies Auxiliary. It was originally located
between the courthouse and the city auditorium.

Passing the church and fire hall, we
walked down under the Soo Line bridge and
emerged at Elks Park. With its fountain and land-
scaped gardens, it is one of the most beautiful
parks in the city. In 1904 the city maintained a
skating rink in this area. During the summer four
steamboats traveled the river between Thief River
Falls and Red Lake.

As we climbed the bank to Third Street,
we had a good view of the Soo Line Depot. Built
in 1914, it handled 13
passenger trains a day
at its peak. Now the
City Hall, it is the only
architecturally-
designed Soo Line
depot remaining and is
on the National His-
toric Registry. Along-
side sits Steam Loco-
motive No. 1024,
which was built in
1913. The Gamble-

Robinson Building still

stands to the east across from the de-
pot, and the Nash-Finch Building was to the south
where the convenience store is now located.
These companies were the two primary supply
houses for groceries in northwestern Minnesota.

At this point we followed Red Lake Boule-
vard where some of the earliest houses were built
and where Bethany Hospital once stood. At Re-
serve Avenue an asphalt path led us to Red Robe
Park and our first view of the Thief River and the
place “where two rivers meet.” Both rivers were
important to the million-dollar Red River fur trade
which developed in the 1700s. Across the river to
our right was Bill LaFave Park where ice was har-
vested in the 1940s. After being cut by a motor-
ized circular saw, the ice blocks were hauled up
the gently sloping beach. On our left stood the
imposing statue of Chief Meskokonaye (Red
Robe), who received a large tract of land near the
rivers’ junction as payment for the part he played

in the Old Crossing Treaty of 1863.

The recently rebuilt Eighth Street bridge is
quite a contrast to the 1913 iron bridge sketched
by Ethel Myrin Sanders. We crossed Highway 1
to land homesteaded by her family in 1904. One
section has been identified as an Ojibwe village
site and another as a possible dancing ground.
Recent archaeological explorations of the area
have shown that this land has been inhabited for
1500 to 2000 years.

Thief River Falls Dam




Down Main

Bredeson’s Grocery, Cleaners, & Office Supply
Transcribed by Bob Bredeson

Main Ave, East Side
(Moving North from Zeh to Fourth)

At the south end of town,
Riverside Avenue becomes Main
Avenue. On the east corner of
Zeh and Main was Safford
Grocery and later Otis Wold's
grocery store. The house next
door and the Model Laundry have
always been there. The Great
Northern Depot was to the east of
where Pennington Main is now
located. The track
crossed Main Avenue
here and went down to
the river and across to
the mill. There were
also
several elevators in
the area. Farther
along was the Bridge-
man Building, now
owned by Dean
Foods. Its original
brick exterior has been
replaced by a new
facade. Kiewel
Bottling was also
located there in the early thir-
ties. Next to Bridgeman’s
were Len’s Tire Shop and the
Diner, which was a railroad
dining car made into a restau-
rant. Then there was a Shell
station and another tire store.

Across First Street stands the
Carnegie Library, which in my
memory has always been there.
Built in 1914, it is on the National
Registry. To the north was
Johnny Weiner’'s Body Shop.
Later Orvis Oen and then Inga
had a café in the area where
Carol's Café now stands. The
Standard Oil Station has been
there as long as | can remember.
Across Second Street was the
Dobner-Meehan building where a
bank and Larson’s Music were

located. The stones from the top
of the Dobner-Meehan building
are at the Engelstad Pioneer
Village. They are originally from
First State Bank, which was
probably the first bank on that
corner. Next was a shack that
was a hamburger shop, and then
the Borry Garage stood where the
Wells Fargo Bank is now. Louie
DeCremer’s meat market came
next, and the first Penney’s store
was on the corner.

Across Third Street was the

Bredeson Grocery—1925
Corner of 3rd and Main

(from left to right) Art Bredeson, Olgar
Nyhus, Alfred Bredeson, and a customer

William’s Saloon. Later it became
Williams Hardware, Kelly's
Hardware, and now Budget. Next
is Johnnie’s, which has been
there for a long time. The building
next door, which housed a sewing
shop, was small but was later
extended. Next was Northern
Chevrolet, followed by
Gustafson’s Garage, which
handled Chryslers and
International Harvester. Northern
Chevrolet sold out to Ben
Franklin, and later the building
burned.

Main Avenue, West Side
(Moving South from
Fourth to Zeh)

At that point | turned south on
Main. On the north corner of
Fourth Street was the White Eagle
Oil Station. There was a big white
eagle in front, which 1 think is now
at the Eagles Club. Later it was a
Mobil station. Across Fourth on
the corner was the Erickson &
Lund Funeral Home, later
Green’s. Farther on were a shoe
store, the Salvation Army, and the
Red & White Gro-
cery. The next
building had a
barber shop--
Garfield Benson’s-
-and a clothing
store, which is
where Bjorkman'’s
was first located.
Then there was
the Palm Garden
Café that Martin
Bothum owned.
He had a café on
one side and a
bar on the other.
Originally there was a store at
the corner of Third Street
where
Tunberg Motors was later lo-
cated. Tunberg had a gas sta-
tion and sold Fords.

Across Third, right on the corner,
was my dad’s store. The Bre-
deson Grocery was first, and then
Carl Larson had a furniture store
and a funeral home there before
moving to LaBree.

Following them were Jung’s
Bakery, a little sandwich shop, a
barber shop, and a beauty shop.
Montgomery Ward came in on the
corner after that in the late thirties.
Toys were located in the
basement, appliances on the
middle floor, and women’s
clothing upstairs. Further down

Cont. on Pg. 13



CONTINUING VILLAGE NEEDS

We are still looking for a small kitchen table and
chairs for the Hamre House. We also need turned
posts, spindles, gingerbread, fretwork for the
peak, and bric-a-brac for the porch on that house.
The following items are things that we can always
use: ‘ g

Light fixtures and
lamps

White coffee cups

Ice cream pails

Glass or plastic jars with
covers (for storage of screws,

nails, etc.)

Mannequins and dress

forms

Folding chair carts

Bookcases

Showcases

Old wooden screen doors

An electric kitchen stove for
the church basement

W
w

CONTINUING PROJECTS

In this newsletter, the streets of Thief River Falls
were featured. The articles were written from the
memories of many people and cross over many
decades. Please write down your additions and
corrections to the published recollections and
send them to the Society. A generation of memo-
ries has already been lost for lack of documenta-
tion. Directories and plat maps for the City can
give an enormous amount of information but can-
not recreate the memories of residents.

In the August 2000 newsletter, historic homes of
Thief River Falls were featured. If you own a
house in Pennington County that was built before
1920, please document the history of the house.
Record the builder and the names of owners,
along with the special features of the house (e.g.,
woodwork, hardware, floors). Please give a copy
of the documentation to the Pennington County
Historical Society for its files. The purpose of the
file is only for recording history.

If you have a copy of your family genealogy,
please give the Historical Society a copy, even if it
is not complete. Your file may be of assistance to
other researchers.

September 2 - Monday - Village closed for
the season

PRIVATE PHOTO COLLECTIONS
Many people have private collections that record

the history of the county and the cities in the
county. Because many people wish to keep their
photographs in the family, they are not willing to
give them to the Historical Society. We can now
scan private collections and return the originals to
the owners without any damage to the prints. We
can even receive scanned pictures by e-mail and
add them to our files. Those pictures will then ap-
pear on the Pennington County Historical Soci-
ety’s web site

(www.pvillage.org). Please contact the Society to
enable us to include your pictures in our collection.

YEARBOOKS, TELEPHONE BOOKS, AND
CITY DIRECTORIES

We use the yearbooks, telephone books, and city
directories in the archives almost daily. We have
all the Lincoln Prowlers with the exception of
1934, 1979, 1997, and 1998. It has come to our
attention that Goodridge High School has a year-
book, and we do now have some of those on file.
We hope to learn what years there was a year-
book published and begin to collect copies of
them. We are trying to find out if St. Hilaire had a
yearbook. We have copies of the early city direc-
tories but need directories from between 1938 and
1960. In that time frame the only directories that
we have are those from 1945 and 1957.

NEW USES OF THE VILLAGE

The Village belongs to the citizens of the county,
and use of the grounds and facilities is encour-
aged. During the past summer, an agreement
was reached with the Thief River Falls Model
Train Club to display their track and trains in the
Engelstad Building during the summer months.
The club will also use the church basement in the
winter for meetings and work on their projects.

For the first time in the history of the Village, the
public schools are incorporating the Village into
the curriculum. On September 10 and 11, all the
fifth graders will visit the Village as part of their
graduation standards. Jamie Kalsnes has se-
cured a grant for the planning stage and is spear-
heading the project. The entire fifth-grade teach-
ing staff attended a planning session this summer.
This will be a new and exciting adventure for the
students and the Village.

OUR TECHNOLOGY

In addition to our own Wikstrom-sponsored web
site (www.pvillage.orq), information about the Vil-
lage appears on many web sites (Thief River Falls




Chamber, Explore Minnesota, Visit Northwest Min-
nesota, Wiktel and Sjoberg front pages). We also
have Sjoberg internet access (pchs@mncable.net).
Because we are on the genealogy page for Pen-
nington County (www.rootsweb.com/~mnpennin/
mnpennin.htm), we are getting many more geneal-
ogy questions. Our web site is a continuing work-
in-progress. Andy Filer has added Donna Myhrer’s
cemetery file to the site, along with early plat maps
of Marshall and Pennington counties. At the pre-
sent time, researchers can enter any surname and
find a list of all the people who are buried in Pen-
nington County with that surname, along with the
location of the gravesite. In the near future, infor-
mation related to finding obituaries will also be on
the site.

“National Night Out”

August 6 was the first time that the City has held
this event at the Village. Guests were greeted at
the gate by the Chief of Police. Re-enactors were
located in the Olson Cabin, the Hamre House, and
the Viking Depot. The Golden Pioneers hosted the
buildings throughout the Village. The Kiwanis pre-
pared a meal of hot dogs, chips, and watermelon,
which was served by the City Council. (Eight hun-
dred hot dogs were consumed.) Root beer floats
were made in the soda fountain in the Geving
building. The weather was cool but beautiful, and
the event was judged a success by all participants.
The Thoreson Sculptures

The buffalo, maiden, and “End of the Trail” sculp-
tures have been restored by Dave Race and Pat
Dunning. Albert (Hickory) Thoreson, a Soo Line
Railroad engineer, crafted the sculptures out of
cement and wire. They were in his yard on north
Main Avenue for many years. Albert Thoreson died
in 1969.

The Hamre House

In 1977 the house that had stood on lots 7 and 8 of
the 400 block of LaBree Avenue was donated to
the Historical Society by the telephone company.
In 1905 these lots belonged to Bessie Hamre. A
picture of the house is identified in the 1908 Thief
River Falls and Surrounding Territories as being
owned by Thrond and Bessie Hamre. The house
enjoyed many owners over the years, including C.
L. Smith, E. C. Cooke, Wm. Smith, E. T. Emmer-
son, Ascar Anderson, Fred Jacklin, Albert Gordon,
Harry Hendrickson, and Michael Manke. The
house is now repainted and shingled--the last of
the four large buildings that have been covered in
the past five years. People driving by the Village
can get a good look at this plum-with-cream-trim
house with its gold trimmings and matching shin-
gles.

The Homestead Cabin

With pencil in hat, handyman Bill Mehrken has
been shingling the Homestead Cabin, assisted by
Cyril Stensrud. The hand-split cedar shakes were
donated by the United Methodist Church. As al-
ways, Bill achieves a standard of excellence in his
repair work at the Village. It will be a relief not to
have to drag all the bedding out of the cabin after
each rain.

The Soo Line Caboose

The Burlington Northern caboose restoration was
completed the year before last, and this year the
Soo Line caboose was started. Tearing into the
old plywood exposed the previous original tongue-
and-groove siding underneath, but it was difficult to
find boards that were not rotten. New braces and
boards are now being put in place, and logs have
been ordered for the end-gates. Although Joe Ste-
vens has worked on the caboose most of this sum-
mer, the project will take a couple more summers
to complete.

Jacob Borry Negatives and Glass Plates
Fortunately the Society has some of the negatives
and glass negatives from the studios of Jacob
Borry. Although most of the persons in the photos
are not known, the period costuming and furnish-
ings are spectacular. Until now these plates and
negatives have been stored in cardboard boxes
and were available only to those who came and
searched through the boxes. Recently the task of
scanning them and reversing the image was be-
gun. While some are not of a quality that will make
them useable from our web-site, most of them are
now online for the enjoyment of everyone.




Ace Hardware Co.

Bredeson Office
Supply

Cooperative Oil Assoc.

Jim Dagg Insurance .

Dairy Queen

Dakota Clinic, Ltd.

Tony Dorn, Inc.

Falls Decorators

Fleet Supply

Genereux Realty

Si & Marge Hanson

(The Shed)

Hasnedl Farms

|.T.S. Auto Center

Kaushagen Masonery
& Concrete

Kays, Benton,
Safranski LLP,
CPA's

Lee Plumbing &
Heating

Les's Sanitation

Inez Mostue's Maurtua

McDonald's Restaurant

Model Laundry

Narverud Cleaners

Nelson Insurance

Northern State Bank
Northland Produce
Pepsi Cola Bottling
Peterson Lumber Co.
Quick Print Center, Inc.
Ram Building Systems
Sather Law Office
Gale E. Schmitz, LTD
Sjoberg Cable TV.
Skalsky Electric
Spielman Radio
SWS Credit Services The
Times
Thief River Glass, Inc.
Wennberg, Inc.
Wikstrom Telephone
Company, Inc.

Please support
these businesses.

They support the So-

ciety.



PeI'SOI‘Ia“y speaking The past year has been a whirlwind of

activity and development. The Village was utilized for the
first time by the  City for the “Night Out” evening in August. The event at-
tracted approximately a thousand people and was judged a great success by
all involved. Ralph Engelstad gave the Village $100,000 to insulate the
Engelstad building. Phil Hess stepped forward and will be leading a campaign to raise another
$100,000 to complete the interior of the building and add an archival area. Reading “Snips” will fill
you in on the many other good things and good people that are making a difference at the Village.

As | wrote in April's newsletter, we do need a better environment to store and pre-
serve the many treasures that have been saved. After April a number of people sent checks for
$200-500 for the archival project. As it is now projected, the front section of the Engelstad building
will be walled off to provide the archival area with a bathroom to allow use of the building during the
winter, an opportunity which is not presently possible.

Please realize that we desperately need your continued support, both as donors and
as volunteers. Your membership dollars keep the Society going throughout the year and enable the
Village to remain open during the summer. The City of Thief River Falls and Pennington County con-
tinue to contribute to the cost of maintaining the Village, but memberships, donations, and admis-
sions are a major part of each year’s income. Your donations to the archival project will extend the
impact of what has been preserved to a new level. Grants have been written and roofs have been
repaired, but the costs of maintenance and repair continue. The Village is like an old house—actually
nineteen old houses. Because something always wears out, breaks, or won't work, repairs are con-
tinually needed. The Pennington County Historical Society is a non-profit organization, so your mem-
bership and donations are tax-deductible.

Edited from Northwestern Minnesota - Land of Prosperity
published about 1914, pp. 69, 71.

In the counties of this section, rapidly growing towns are establishing themselves as trade cen-
ters. Among these and ranking next in size to Crookston is Thief River Falls, the county seat of Pen-
nington County. It is located at the junction of the Thief and Red Lake rivers and is 40 miles northeast
of Crookston and about 300 north of Minneapolis. A municipal census taken in June 1913 gave it a
population of 5400. In the last election, 1010 votes were cast, and 1276 children are enrolled in its
high school and three grade school buildings.

Among its business enterprises are found four banks, four department stores, two-score
smaller mercantile establishments, two foundries, two machine shops, a culvert factory, a flouring mill
with a daily capacity of 800 barrels, two wholesale establishments, a large sawmill, and many smaller
manufacturing plants. There are six elevators and a co-operative creamery which disbursed $72,000
to its patrons in 1913. All the fraternal organizations are represented. Some seventeen church organi-
zations exist, and social life is well organized. The city owns its own electric lighting plant, the water-
works, and sewer system and is now acquiring the recently constructed telephone system, which cost
$45,000. It also boasts fourteen blocks of "white way" and possesses all the features of a modern
wide-awake city. The Great Northern and Soo railway systems traverse the town, the latter company
making this point its northwestern headquarters, where each fall more than two hundred employees
receive their monthly pay checks. It might be added that the Soo is just completing a fireproof depot
costing $65,000.



Individual Memberships:

Elaine L. Austinson
Jewell Backman
Mark Beedy

Dolores Berg
Shirley Booth
Bradley Brouse

Carl Bruzek

Karen Buckstaff
Virgil Burger

Arthur Buringrud
Marsha Pickard Cline
Woody Craik

Elvera Cullen

Muriel (Geving) Dagoberg
Jack D. Davidson
Carolyn Ekgren
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Mildred Wick

Wayne C. Williams, Jr.

Alvin Wold
Judith Wold

Family Memberships:
Kenny & Phyllis Aarstad
Murray & Jane Anderson
Oliver & Faye
Auchenpaugh
Don & Janet Baken
Kenneth & Pat Beauchane
Raymond & Janet Berg
Gail Bergland
David & Jodi Bergman
Ned & Dorothy Blodgett
Orville & Ardis Botner
Jerome & Lois Bray
Neil & Sharon Bugge
Milton & Della Burstad
Dave & Marion Bushie
Dan Bylander
Robert & Vivian Carlson
James & Marilyn Counter
James & Annabelle
Cuppett
James & Phyllis Dalager
Fred & Loraine Dallmann
Glenn & Helen Davidson
Bill & Julie Desrocher
James & Betty Engelstad
Don & Joan Engelstad
Ronald & Marie Engen
Dale & Arlene Folger
Joe & Eleanore Forberg
Winton & Claudette
Forsberg
Ralph F. Foster
Barry & Susan Froiland
Ken & Joyce Froschheiser
Earl & Loreen Gibson
Roy 7 Ruth Gilbert
Orin & Marge Green
Floyd Hageman, Jr.
Harlan & Dolly Hallstrom
Orville & Marilyn Hanson
Daniel & Zoe-Ann Helle
Ted & Jean Hellie
Jerald & Lavay Hickerson
Hannah Hornseth
Robert & Mary Johnson
Wesley and Irene Johnson




Charles & Ethel
Josephson
Patrick & Retta Klemisch
Tony & Sharon Kozojed
Ed & Pat Krystosek
Harland & Myrtle Lee
Kent LeMoine
Ron & Judy Lindberg
Allyson & Richard Mann
Robert Martinson
Clifton & Esther Mattson
Ken & Wanda Murphy
Jerome & Donna Myhrer
Charles Naplin
Jack Nelson & Jeanie Bach
Marvin O. Nelson
Millard & Helga Nelson
Stuart Nelson
Oren Nordhagen
Justin & Jessica Olson
Myles & Jan Olson
Eldor & Bonnie Ornquist
Thomas & Pauline Parish
Bill & Melba Penning
Roger & Jackie Phillips
Carl & Polly Reed
Milt & Eileen Reierson
Wallace & Ilvadell Reierson
Roger & Jane Reuter
Warren & Margaret Saetre
Rolland & Enid Sande
John & Rose Schmitz
Kevin & Heidi Senum
Wilford & Phyllis Sletten

Martin & Louise Solseng
Bob & Shirley Sorvig
Richard and Linda
Spyhalski
Cyril & Lois Stensrud
Joel & Leann Stolaas
Jon & Barbara Stromberg
Dave & Joan Strong
Clarence & Norma
Swanson
Ernest & Ina Thorsgard
Roger & Ardy Tunberg
Robert & Darlene Valley
Lloyd & Doris VeVea
Marvin & Pat Wangsness
Fern Williams
Allan & Helen Wilson

Benefactor Memberships:

Glenn & Jeanette Arhart

David Beito & Mireille Gena-
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Bredeson Office Supply
David & Gloria Bjorkman
Deb Filer

Iris Furuseth

Mark and Holly Haugen
Heidi Hoks

Marisa Johnson

Kathleen McCaslin

Arnold & Gladys Narverud
William & Kendra Newman
Clayton & Zona Pearson
Arlette |. Rasmussen
John Sherack

Don & Sheron Stewart
Skip & Pat Swanson
Dorothy Williams

Allan & Marvel Williamson

Pioneer Memberships:

Caryl J. Bugge

Gordon & Judith Campbell

David & Patricia Carlson

Convention & Visitors
Bureau

Elsie Harter

Philip & Sharline Hess

James & Penny Langland

Marjorie & Ilvan Radi

Laura Larson Radtke

Sjoberg Cable TV.

Richard & Holly Sjoberg

David Race

Spielman Radio

Art & Ina Stordahl

SWS Credit Services, Inc.

John & Nancy Tofte

Wennberg Inc.

Lifetimes Memberships:
Gene & Gretchen Beito
Ralph Engelstad

Barb Hauger

Larry & Cheryl Lee

Roy & Alice Lee
Catherine Noper

We apologize for any name
omissions

A membership envelope was included in the centerfold of the last newsletter. A re-
minder postcard was also sent to persons who were members in 2001 but had not
responded by August 30. The total Society and Village budget for 2002 is $27,480.
While the county and city continue to contribute to the success of the Society and Vil-
lage with funds and services, the largest sources of money are memberships and do-
nations. Your membership is more than free admission to the Village. Even though
the Village closes on Labor Day, the work of the Society continues throughout the
year. Your tax-deductible membership and gifts are a statement of support for the
ongoing preservation of the history of the county. A list of members who sent in their
payment by August 31* are listed. If your name is not on that list, please mail your
payment now.
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Remembering S
The endowment fund was established to secure the future of the '.o"'-.'

Peder Engelstad Pioneer Village. Only the interest from this

fund can be spent. The balance in this account is $4,300.
Please consider the Historical Society in your memorials,

Memorials

charitable giving, and estate planning. The Society is a non-
profit institution, so all donations are tax-deductible.
Since the inception of the endowment fund, donations have been made to the fund
in memory of the following people:

Russell Williams
Hazel DuChamp
Jan Haider
Glenn Carlson
Katherine Strong
Kermit Finstad
Marion Hoglo
Torjus and Sophie
Larson
Kevin Swanson
Val Chommie
Marian Williams
Junes Race
Lucille Spyhalski
Dr. John Beebe
Myrtle (Jensen)
Johnson
Alice Lendobeja
Randall Noper
Earl Engelstad
Peter Stensgaard
Perry Borgie

Bill, Sadie, and
Jerry Bugge
Carol Ann Huber
Marge Swenson
Dorothy (Jansen)
Johnson
Celeste Gerardy
Marie Larson
Vevea
Petra Larson Nigl
Russ Molldrem
James Wells
Gertie Joppru
Johnson
Lenore
Lieberman
Lloyd Nereson
Leona Peterson
Luella Holen
Erland Anderson
N. Erwin Muzzy
Curdis Nelson

Bernard J. Wold
Mike Frankenberg
Helen Nomeland
Madelyn Robarge
Phyllis Caldis
Gustafson
Knute Larson
Constance Hicks
Rossman
Rose Needham
Hannah Hornseth
Millie (Pederson)
Olson

In addition P.C.H.S.,
and the V.F.W La-
dies Auxiliary have
contributed to the
endowment fund.
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Art Buringrud, Fern Williams, Stuart Nel-
son, and John Jaranson packed themselves into
a car and drove Second and Third Streets. The
reflections of this group are from their own memo-
ries and from what they remember being told
about the places along the streets. At times there
was discussion and debate while Fern and Stuart
consulted the old city directories for verification or
addition of names or dates. The time frame for
most of the recollections is the thirties and forties.

The drive began at the site of the first
Great Northern Railway Depot on Kinney Avenue
between First and Second Streets. The depot
would have been on the east side of the track
with the platform for loading and unloading pas-
sengers on the east. The first depot burned and
was replaced. When the Soo Line arrived, the
rebuilt depot was relocated downtown on the
west side of Main Avenue.

Second Street, South Side (moving east
from Kinney to Atlantic).

From the thirties through the early fifties
the home for the sisters of St. Bernard’s Catholic
Church was on the south side of Second Street
between Arnold and Duluth Avenues. Art re-
called that when his father and mother came to
town, they walked from the Great Northern Depot
along Second Street on a wooden walkway or
bridge that was north of the Catholic Church.
When the street was later excavated, Art ob-
served the remnants of the walkway still in the
ground under the street.

Crossing Knight Avenue brought the
group to the current location of the “Old Arena,”
which was built in the1930s. It was formerly the
site of the Chevrolet garage and a foundry. The
building burned, along with the first auditorium,
which was on the corner of Main in 1933. The
auditorium that replaced the courthouse was con-
structed by Bert Norby, who was John Jaranson’s
uncle.

Between Main and LaBree Avenues to
the south there has been a gas station since
1927 when it was the Standard Oil Station. On
the other side of the alley now is the post office,
which was built in 1933. John recalled an old
foundation on the corner of LaBree that indicated
a previous building had been there. On the
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southeast corner of Sec-
ond and LaBree was a
large building that housed
the L. B. Hartz Store, Lar-
son Funeral, The Times,
and the Brummond Hotel.
Mostue’s Floral Shop was
next on the west side of
the alley. Newland’s
Cream Station was on the
east side of the alley, and

the Zion Lutheran Church was on St. Bernard's Church

the corner of Horace where the
VFW is now located.

Across Horace, where the United Meth-
odist Church stands, was the Central Lumber-
yard. The fire department, water treatment plant,
city scale, and water tower were east of the alley.
Behind the fire station toward the river was the
Queen City Bottling Company.

Second Street, North Side . (moving east
from Kinney to Atlantic)

The group returned to Kinney and started from
the west end again. Thief River Iron Works was
once on the north side. It produced materials for
sidewalk crossings and manhole covers. From
here to Main Avenue were mostly private resi-
dences. On the present Napa parking lot there
was once a wood yard and later a Red Owl Store.
Across the street the Wells Fargo Bank now oc-
cupies the site of the Dobner-Meehan building,
which burned recently. A number of businesses
were located in that building, including Larson
Music, City Dairy, the Post Office, and Peter’s
Grocery. Across the alley were Jahr's Meat Mar-
ket, a mostly vacant lot, and the Popcorn Stand.
John also remembered Froseth’s Harness and
Shoe Shop’s being on the corner where Poppler’s
is today. Across LaBree on the corner is the Odd
Fellows Building, which was constructed in about
1900. The Rex Café was once located here. In
1902 many of the wooden buildings to the south
burned, but the brick Odd Fellows Building saved
those to the north. East of the alley Andy Craik
had his blacksmith shop, and there once was a
haymarket where farmers parked their horses
and exchanged and sold hay when they came to
town. The Hartz Store, which was built during



World War 1l (1943-4), opened in 1945 on the
corner of Horace.

Next the group turned onto Atlantic. On
the east side was the Thief River Co-op Cream-
ery Building, which had a locker plant in the base-
ment. On the corner of Third Street stood the
Thief River Grocery Building, later Nash-Finch,
which extended back to the railroad tracks. On
the other side of Atlantic there were a series of
homes until the Independent Store was built.
Then the B & W Grocery and later the Piggly-
Wiggly store were located there. This corner is
now the site of the Municipal Liquor Store.

Third Street, North Side
Atlantic to Duluth)

Turning onto third street, the group
passed the former site of the Park Hotel, owned
by the Prestebaks. A second location of the Soo
Café was just east of the alley. From the alley
were the Luxury Ice Cream Store, the O’'Hara
Fuel and Ice Company, and a garage on the cor-
ner.

(Moving west from

Across Horace, where Culligan is now,
was the first Soo Café. The First Chance Café
was next. The Wetch Hotel Building, with only a
door for hotel access, filled most of this half of the
block. The hotel occupied the upper floor while
many businesses were located below. Where A+
is now was a meat market. East of the alley was
a candy store and Solheim & Overum. There
were several businesses across the alley, includ-
ing Ole’s Northern Supply and a ladies’ dress
shop. Art Buringrud mentioned that his mother
Josie had worked there and in two other ladies’
dress shops. The First National Bank stood on
the corner. The current Northern State Bank now
occupies the entire half-block.

The Citizen’s State Bank was across
LaBree on the corner where the Elks Building is
now. At various times the post office, M & D
Cafe, Western Auto, Mulray’s Bazaar, and a drug
store were there. Ekeren Drug has been at that
location since 1934. There was a Sapero Com-
pany, which became Lien’s. Part of the Sapero
name can still be seen on the building wall above.
Near the alley stood the People’s State Bank,
which was replaced over the years by Porter’s
Eat Shop, a barber shop, Dr. Beich’s optometric
office, and Swanson’s Travel.

Across the alley to the west were an of-
fice supply store (later Purdy’s Shoe Store) with a
dental office upstairs, the Benson Barber Shop,
and Elofson’s Jewelry Store (later the Jewel Box).

The next building was the Avalon movie theater,
which was built in the thirties. There had been a
restaurant in that location and a vacant lot before
that. At the corner of Main was the Williams Sa-
loon, which later became Williams Hardware,
Kelly’s Hardware, and now Budget.

On the other side of Main Avenue, the
corner once was the location of two livery stables.
Later the Tunberg Motor Company stood where
Sears is now. West of Knight Avenue the busi-
ness district ended with the Taxeraas Implement
Company, and the residential section began.
Third Street, South Side (Moving west from
Atlantic to Knight)

The group returned to Atlantic, where the
Municipal Liquor Store is now, and proceeded
west across the alley. At one time there was a
wood-frame building which over the years was a
paint shop, a café, a record store, and a number
of other businesses before it was torn down. On
the corner past the alley was Aaseby’s Garage.
There was a gas pump on Horace Avenue which
Art remembered as being so slanted that some-
times a driver had to turn his car around so that
the tank could be filled. Across the street on the
corner was the Evelyn Hotel (later the Penning-
ton). It had a fancy dining room with white table-
cloths where waitresses served expensive meals.
There was a staircase to the basement on the
east side of the hotel where a barber shop and a
restaurant called The Hanging Gardens were
once located. Across the alley to the west was
the Oen Mercantile. In 1936 the building went up
in flames shortly after closing for the day and
burned to the ground. After the rubble was re-
moved, a new structure was built by Nels Olson.

On the other side of LaBree the Farmers
and Merchants Bank stood on what was called
the Jackson-McGinn Block, where Lori's Hallmark
is now. The Caldis Building once occupied this
area and at one time was the site of a grocery
store and several other shops before it became
the first location for the Ben Franklin Store.
There was a door in the middle of the Caldis
Building, with stairs leading to the dental office
and apartments above. Using these stairs, peo-
ple could go south from one building to another.
Farther along the street toward the alley were
Wangenstein’'s Jewelry and the Model Barber
shop. Across the alley to the west was the Scan-
dia Block, containing the People’s Drug Store.
Later Union State Bank, Norwest Bank, and
Wells Fargo Bank occupied this site. Next was
the Evenson Building, including a grocery store,



professional offices, and a commercial normal
school. Later Loken’s and

Penney’s were located here. The first

Penney’s store had cables across the

ceiling of the store to carry customers’ money to
the cashier on the second floor. At the corner of
Third and Main, the Ben Franklin Store occupies
the site of the former Woolworth Store.

Across Main Avenue on the corner was a
grocery store. Later it was the location of Bishop
Auto Company and the
Nyquist Machine works. The rest of the street
going west was residential.

Main Ave. cont. from pg. 3
the block, | had a cleaning business at one time,

and my son now has an office supply store there.

Lee Plumbing, a cigar store, and then Fry's Sa-
loon were also there. On the corner was a lot
where cordwood was sold. Farmers could also
leave their horses there while they were in town.

Across Second is the auditorium. At one time
there was a telephone company on the second
floor, and I think that the municipal judge

presided over the court there. Next was a junk
store where | used to go to sell copper. On the
corner was the first courthouse, which was torn
down to build the new one. Across First was a
garage and gas station. Next was a large house,
followed by Hanson'’s Pontiac Garage and Repair
Shop. Looking straight west from here, | can see
the south edge of the Hartz building. That is
where the railroad came through. There was a
series of coal sheds next to the tracks. Next
Math Barzen had a business, which | think was a
Pure Oil station at one time.



Peddling Papers and
Setting Pins on LaBree
Transcribed by Bob Carlson

On the corner of fifth
and LaBree there was the First
Lutheran Church about thirty
years ago. The house that
was moved to the Village was
at 417. The cornerstone on
the telephone company
building has a lot of history in
it. When | was on the City
Council, documents were put
in the cornerstone. On the cor-
ner of fourth | remember a
parking lot for Gustafson’s ga-
rage. | am lost until the Lynde
Clinic building which is the
LaBree plaza. Dr. Lynde oper-
ated his clinic out of his house
until he moved to this location.
On the south side was the
Monson Candy Store - about
where the drive-up for the
drugstore is now. At the corner
was the Citizens State Bank
and after that it was one of the
best cafes in town - the M & D
Café. It had its front on third
street. Salveston Studio used
to be here. When | was mar-
ried in 1946 we walked from
the Trinity Church to
Salveston’s to have our picture
taken. In the basement was
the DuCamp bowling alley.
There were two alleys - | set
pins down there. Gunder
Grovem with The Club was
there later.

Crossing third street
brings a series of buildings that
are all connected. Where
Lori’s is now was Al's Eat
Shop. Al Cloutier ran it. Kern
Olson later opened a retail
store for tires. Next was the
Woolworth Store and next to it
the Ben Franklin. The night
that the Oen Mercantile

burned, the windows broke on
the stores across the street
and we all treated ourselves to
candy. They had Halloween
candy in the window. Next to
that was the Red Owl store
where the bakery is now. The
Falls theater was next and then
a meat market - Rolland’s Meat
Market. Then there was the
Fountain Café which | think
was the early forties. South of
that was Newell's Drug Store.

| remember the floor as being
so slanted and | can still see
Dr. Newell and his wife Berdie
standing behind the counter. |
never wore a cap when | was a
kid and Old Dr. Newell chewed
me out just royally. | think he
was a doctor of everything.
South of the drug store was a
building where the O’Hara Fuel
and Ice way located and on the
other side was a barber shop
operated by Happy Erickson -
Oscar Erickson. He used to
come over to our house and
cut hair on all the kids. South
of that was a lot and the pop-
corn stand and Froseth’s Har-
ness & Shoe Shop back in the
thirties. At the popcorn stand
there was also a shooting
gallery - Jack’s

Popcorn Shop.

Crossing second where
the Post Office is now there
was something that burned. |
cannot remember what it was,
but there was a foundation
there. After the post office was
the Ogehmah Hotel right about
where the handicapped access
is to the post office. | think that
the Ogahmah burned. On the
corner was a vacant lot where

they used to set up tents on
Saturdays for revival meetings.

Across first street was a
large nurses residence right
across from St. Luke’s
Hospital. There was another
building beyond that. There
was a house then and the
Math Barzen Elevator. After
the elevator you were at the
end of the Great Northern
Depot. LaBree used to run all
the way through to Main
Avenue. Towards the river
there was an elevator that
burned in 1939 or 1940. On
the other side of the street
coming back to first street was
the Hospital, City Dairy run by
Waldie Christensen, and a
Church on the corner.

Coming north across
first street, the first place was
Knute’s Place. It was a
three-two beer joint. We used
to sell newspapers there as our
last stop every night. We
would go in the front door and
out the back. There are many
stories about this place.
Ralston ran a barber shop next
about where the first driveway
goes into the parking lot. After
that was another beer joint.
Next to that was the Golden
Glow Café. There were apart-
ments or rooms for rent up
above. Going north was a big
building that had another beer
joint, Larson’s Furniture &
Funeral Home, the Brummond
Hotel, the Times, and the L.B.
Hartz Store at the corner.
Later the Hotel was the Stew-
art Hotel.

Across second street in
the Odd Fellow’'s Building,



where the Rex Café was on the
corner. Next was Dahl’'s Bak-
ery. He had two sons and one
daughter: Ever who did the
baking, Helgie who ran the
front, and

Katrina took

care of retail

sales at the

counter. Up-

stairs there

was a balcony

where you

could order

sandwiches or

rolls. They

had the best

peanut butter

rolls. The

closest thing

you can find

today is the

peanut butter rolls at the Rain-
bow bakery. They made pea-
nut butter rolls at other baker-
ies, but Dahl's were the best.
Next was a another beer joint
and then the Lyceum Movie
Theater. On Tuesday nights
they had penny night. You
could bring a second person
into the movie for a penny

added to the dime admission.
Next to the theater was a store
run by Mr. Winger. It was a
clothing store. Then was
Narverud’s Cleaners. Then

Central High School

Lieberman built the next build-
ing. There have been so many
things in this block. The Fash-
ion Shop was here later. Be-
fore all of them, there was a
Lawson card and pool room.
The bowling alley was up a
stair between two buildings. At

first the alleys were in the
basement and later upstairs. |
set pins upstairs. On the
corner was Oen Mercantile
which burned - | think it was in

1936. They
used the new
FWD fire truck
to fight the
fire. Across
third on the
corner was
the bank as |
remember.
The little white
building was
there before.
It used to be a
millenary store
and then |
draw a blank.
There was a

café - The New Way Café, |
think. Across fourth was the
old Central School where |
went to School. It was eventu-
ally torn down. There was a

hotel

someplace here - the

Central Hotel.
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